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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Status 

1)E<3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 December 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^3 Claim(s) 19-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 19-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 December 2004 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the followings must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claims 19-36. No new matter should be 
entered. 

• Loads 

• Cable 

• Two rigid components 

• Connecting means. 

• Holding member. 

• Signal line embodied as a flexible sealing element. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
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application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. Furthermore what is meant 
by " a signal line and signal line"? 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 36 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2: "as" 
should be changed to - in --. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 19-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the cable" and "the sleeve" in lines 3 and 4. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Regarding claim 1 , the word "means" is preceded by the word "for" in an attempt 
to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing a specified 
function. However, since no function is specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is 
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impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, 
sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 19-24 and 27-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bridge (4521767). 

Bridge (Figures 1-3) shows a gripping means for gripping a cable having a signal 
line 4 and sleeve 5 wherein the gripping means comprises a rigid component 2 and a 
spring element 6 made of a flexible material, which exerts a biasing force on the rigid 
component. The spring element is configures as a resilient sleeve on the rigid 
component and between rigid components 2 and 7. Tape 7 works as a connecting 
means connecting the gripping means to the signal line. An edge of the rigid component 
is at right angles to the centre line of the signal line. The gripping means can be 
released or partially released from the signal line. The gripping means is at least 
partially combined with the sleeve. Tape 7 works as a holding member and is remote 
from the side connected to the signal line. The signal line is influenced by loads on the 
cable. The signal line passes in a smooth line in the gripping means. The rigid 
component forms part of the sleeve. The signal line is embodied in a flexible sealing 
element 6, 7. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bridge (4521767) in view of Hinze (5703754). 

Bridge discloses all the features of these claims except the hardness of the rigid 
component being between 10 to 100 shores. Materials of such hardness are well 
known. Hinze discloses the use of materials with such hardness. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention to make the 
rigid component of hardness between 10 to 100 shores as taught by Hinze, since it has 
been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material 
on the basis of its suitability for the intended use. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Contact Information 

12. Any correspondence to this action may be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Chandrika Prasad whose telephone number is (571) 

272-2099. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor can be reached at (571) 272-2800 ext 39. The fax number is 571-273-8300. 

Chandnka Prasad 

Primary examiner 
April 11, 2007 
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